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with extraordinary velocity and then it becomes a miracle."65
Thus the mind of the opponent is first affected unconsciously
and then consciously. Conscious effect means conversion.

Gandhiji pointedly compares the silent, subtle, unseen
working of non-violence to homoeopathic treatment. "Non-co-
operation is not an allopathic treatment. It is homoeopathic.
The patient does not taste the drops given to him. He is some-
times even incredulous, but if the homoeopaths are to be
trusted, the tasteless drops or the tiny pills of homoeopathy are
far more potent than the ounce-doses or choking pills of allo-
pathy. I assure the reader the effect of purifying non-co-operation
is more certain than the effect of homoeopathic medicine."66

Further, satyagraha is an unfailing remedy against all
injustice and exploitation, for the latter presume the co-opera-
tion between the victim and the evil-doer. When this co-opera-
tion is withdrawn by the satyagrahi, the opponent is thwarted
and rendered powerless. Thus referring to the relation between
the tyrannical rulers and the satyagrahi ruled, Gandhiji remarked
in 1917, "They (the rulers) know that they cannot effectively
exercise force against the passive resister. Without his concurrence
they cannot make him do their will."67

In short, the non-violence of the satyagrahi staggers the
violent opponent and upsets his moral balance. The satyagrahi
remains calm and unperturbed and does not retaliate. This
exhausts the brute spirit of the opponent for want of nutrition.68
His dynamic love and goodwill, his fearless interest in the
moral welfare of the opponent and his attempt to discover and
appeal to the best in him weaken the hostile feelings in the
opponent. Gradually the latter becomes weary and ashamed of
his violence, his generous emotions are aroused, he softens, res-
ponds and repents. The satyagrahi's eagerness for a just compro-
mise makes the settlement of the dispute easy. If the wrong-
doer is past remedy, he compasses his own end, for he finds
himself isolated.69
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